CITY OF VICTORIA
HOME RULE CHARTER
ARTICLE I. - INCORPORATION, GENERAL POWERS, AND BOUNDARIES
Section 1. - Incorporation and name.

All the inhabitants of the City of Victoria, Victoria County, Texas, as the boundaries and
corporate limits of said city were established by the qualified voters of the City of Victoria at an
election held on the 5th day of October, 1915, and as extended by ordinances of the City of
Victoria enacted subsequent thereto, shall continue to be and are hereby constituted a body
politic, incorporated under and to be known by the name and style of the "CITY OF
VICTORIA," with full power of local self-government. The City of Victoria, sometimes referred
to in this Charter as the "City," shall have such powers, privileges, rights, duties, and immunities
as are provided in this Charter.

Section 2. - General powers of municipality, separation of legislative and executive
functions.

The City of Victoria shall have all the powers granted to cities by the Constitution and laws
of the State of Texas, together with all the implied powers necessary to carry into execution such
granted powers. All powers of the City of Victoria granted under the provisions of the
Constitution and laws of the State of Texas and of this Charter, subject only to the limitations
imposed by such Constitution, laws, and Charter, shall be vested in and exercised by an elective
governing body, referred to in this Charter as the "City Council," which shall enact legislation,
fix and determine policies, adopt budgets, and make such appointments to office as provided in
this Charter. The executive functions of the City shall be administered by the Chief Executive
Officer who shall be known as the City Manager and who shall execute the laws and administer
the government of the City of Victoria.

The City of Victoria, #r-the-exercise-of shall have the powers granted to cities by the
Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, together with all such implied powers as may be

necessary to exercise such granted powers.-may-sue-and-be-sued:-may-adopt-and-use-a-corporate
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ordinanees- pecessary- to- protect- health.- Hie- and- property- to- prevent- and- summarHy- abate- and
remove-al-nuisances-and-to- preserve-and- enforce-good- government- order-and-securtty-of-the
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and laws of this State and by this Charter, the City of Victoria shall have each and every

powerwithout-the-necessity- of- Hs- express-endreration- - this- Charter-which- the-people-of-the

City-are-empewered-tr-aceordanee-with-the-Constitution-of- Texas-or-any-amendment- thereto-by

election- to- grant- to- or- confer- upon- the- City- by- expresshy- and- specificalhy- granting- and
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by- lease:- sutferance;- easement.- of- otherwise- al- pubhie- butdings.- fire- stations,- publie- squares;

bli . or i slic_shall . Vi he Citvof \ictoria,

Section 5. - Corporate boundaries, fixing limits, adding territory.

The City of Victoria shall have power to fix the boundary limits of said City, and to provide
for the extension of said limits, and the annexation of additional territory lying adjacent to said
City consistent with the requirements of state law. Any area of the City may be disannexed by
ordinance after City Council conducts a public _hearing on the matter. The ordinance
disannexing the property shall contain findings, taking into consideration the hardships and
concerns of the citizens who live in the area to be disannexed and the overall benefits to the
entire_community, that the benefits to the entire community outweighs the hardships and
concerns of the citizens living in the area. Any-additional-territory-adjacent-to-the-boundaries-of
a-part-of-satd-Ciy-on-appheation-made-or-wrtten-consent-ghvens- to- the- Ciby- Counetl-etther-by
on the land sought to be added; provided that the territory so added shall be described by metes
aned-beunds-th-an-erdinance-aceepting.-assenting-and-adaing-sueh-territary-to-the-City-The-City
Counecl-shat-have-power-by-ordinance-to-fix-the-boundary-imis-of-the-City-of- Victorta-and-to
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City-of-Victorta- passed- 1n- accordance- with-the- provistons- of- this- Charter- and- Constitution- and
faws of the State of Texas.




ARTICLE II. - THE CITY COUNCIL
Section 1. - City Council, composition, quorum, general powers.

There shall be a City Council of the City of Victoria, which shall be composed of a Mayor
and six (6) Councilmembers, a majority of whom shall constitute a quorum, but no action of the
City Council shall be effective which has not received a favorable vote of a majority of the City
Council. When voting on the levy of taxes, a minimum of five-sevenths (5/7) of the members of
the Council shall be present and voting. The Mayor, or in the Mayor's absence, the Mayor Pro-
Tempore, shall be presiding officer of the City Council. The Council shall have full power and
authority, subject to the Constitution and laws of the State and limitations provided in this
Charter, to exercise all powers conferred upon the City of Victoria.

Section 2. - Qualifications of City Council members.

Each member of the City Council at the time of election to office shall be at least twenty-one
(21) years of age, shall be a United States citizen and qualified voter of the State of Texas, shall
have resided in the City for not less than one year immediately preceding the date of the regular
filing deadline for a candidate's application for a place on the ballot eleetier, and if elected from
a district shall have resided in the district from which elected for not less than six months
immediately preceding the date of the regular filing deadline for a candidate's application for a

place on the ballot eleetien.
If any member of the City Council shall cease to reside in the city during their term of

office, or in their respective District, their term of office as a member of the City Council shall
terminate immediately.

Note— See the note following section 3, below.

Section 3. - Mayor elected at large, Councilmembers elected from districts, terms of
members.

Fhe- City- Counct-shal-be-compeosed- of-a- Mayor-and-sbe (6)- CouncHmembers-The Mayor
shall be elected from the city at large, by virtue of receiving a majority of the votes cast for that

position, to serve a term of three (3) years.;-at-an-election-held-in-each-ef-the-election-precinects-of
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Each Councilmember shall occupy a position, or place, on the City Council, for a term of
three (3) years, such positions being numbered One, Two, Three, Four, Five, and Six. Council
positions numbered One, Two, Three, and Four shall be elected from Council Districts One,
Two, Three, and Four, respectively, said Districts being delineated on a map on file in the City
Secretary's Office. Council position Five shall be elected from the area defined by the
combination of Council Districts One and Two, and Council District Six shall be elected from
the area defined by the combination of Council Districts Three and Four. Areas for election
Districts One, Two, Three, and Four shall be determined by the City Council by ordinance with
said district areas to be reviewed periodically by the City Council as deemed necessary but at
least once every ten (10) years.



The general elections for City Council shall be held in May.

A-Counctimember-to-oceupy-position- One-shall-be-elected-by-only-the-registered-voters-of
Brstret-One-by-virtte-of-recetving-a-majority-of-the-votes-cast-for-that-pesttion;-at-an-election-te
be-held-on-the-second-Saturday-n-August 1992
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A-Counctimermber-to-occupy-posttion-Three-shal-be-elected-by-onby-the-registered-voters-of
Brstriet-Three-by-vitde-of- reeebsng-a-majority-of-the-votes-cast-for-that-pestton;-at-an-election
A- Counetlmember- to- oecupy- pastiten- Four- shal- be- eleeted- by- ene- fonhy- the- registered
voters-of-Distret-Four-by-virtue-of-recebving-a-matority- of-the-votes-cast-for-that-position-at-an
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A-CouncHmember- to- oeetpy- pesttton-Six-shal- be- elected- by- enby-the- registered- voters-of
Counctl-Bistrict-Six- (e the-cormbination-of- CouncH- Districts-Three-and-Four)-at-an-election-to
be-held-on-the second-Saturday-in-August1992-

FoHowing-the-City- Council-election-of-the-second-Saturday-in-August-1992 - and-folowing
the-efftetal-canvass-of-the-votes-of-satd-election-and-official-adeption-of-these-resuls-by-the-City
Council-the-four-{4)-single-member-district-terms-wit-expre- May-1994.-and-the-two-{2)-super
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No current or future elected official shall serve more than four (4) consecutive terms of

office. For purposes of this section “office” shall be defined as an individual district place and
the position of Mayor. Years or time of service that an official may serve in filling an unexpired

term or a partial term of an office, to which they were appointed, shall not be counted toward the
above limitations. Years or time of service that an official may serve in filling a full term, an
unexpired term or a partial term of an office, to which they were elected, shall be counted as a
full term toward the above limitations. Terms of service in one office shall not count towards the
term of service in another office. A person who has reached the limitation on terms provided in
this section shall not be eligible for election or appointment to the same office for a period of one
year from the date of the canvas of the election of their final term.




Note— Amendments to Article 11, Sections 2 and 3: Amended by Agreed Order Nunc Pro Tunc
entered August 4, 1992, Judge John D. Rainey, United States District Court for the Southern
District of Texas, Victoria Division, Cause No. V-92-0006

Section 4. - Election to fill vacancy.

H-ease-of-a-vacancy--the-office-of-the-Mayor-or-any-Councilmember-by-refusal-to-accept
of- fathire- to- guahby- of- by- death;- restgnation;- of- etherwise:- the- City- CouneH- shal- erder an
election- to- Bl sueh- vacaney.- and- all- special- elections- shall- be- conducted- as- provided- for-the
holdi , Leloctions for the City.

In the event of a vacancy in an office of City Council, the effective date of which shall be
determined in accordance with the provisions of the Texas Election Code, if there are 180 days

or more remaining on the term of the vacated office, the City Council shall call a special election
to fill such vacancy. If there are fewer than 180 days remaining in the term of the vacant office,
the City Council may, by majority vote of the remaining Members of City Council, at its

discretion, leave the position vacant, appoint a new Council Member to fill such vacancy or call
a special election to fill such vacancy.

Section 5. - Limitations on powers of City Council.

All powers and authority which are expressly or impliedly granted to or possessed by the
City of Victoria shall be vested in and exercised by the City Council, but the City Council shall
have no power to:

(@ Sell, convey, lease, mortgage, or otherwise alienate any land which is now or may be
hereafter dedicated for park purposes unless such sale, conveyance, lease, mortgage, or

other alienation is conducted consistent with the requirements of state law. untH-the
guahtied-voters-of-the-City-shal-autherize-sueh-act- by-adepting-at-a-general-er-spectat
election-a-propostion-submttting- the-guestion-and- setting- out-the-terms-and- conditions
power-to-autherize-leases- or-coneesstons- not- more-than- twenby- (20)-years-1a-length-of
portions only of a park area when such leases, in the opinion of the Council, will be in
furtherance-ofthe-purpoeses-of-a-publicpark

(b)  Sell, convey, or lease all or any substantial part of the facilities of any public utility
owned by the City of Victoria; but the City Council may lease all or any substantial part
of such utility to any person, firm, or corporation, or to any public agency of the State of
Texas if the qualified voters of the City shall authorize such lease by adopting at a
general or special election a proposition submitting the question and setting out the
terms and conditions under which such lease may be made.

(c) Accept or admit liability in any claim or pay any claim for damages asserted against
the city without first obtaining from the City Attorney a written opinion as to the City's
liability.

Section 6. - Meetings of City Council, procedures, pay, absence of Mayor, and Mayor Pro
Tem, inability of Mayor to act.




The City Council shall prescribe by ordinance the time and place of its regular meetings and
the manner in which special meetings may be called; and shall cause a journal to be kept of its
own proceedings, which record shall be public and a part of the archives of the City of Victoria.
All sessions of the City Council, whether regular or called, except executive, shall be open to the
public. The City Council shall determine its own rules of procedure, may punish its members for
disorderly conduct, and shall compel the attendance of its members. The City Council shall have
power to determine whether members of the City Council shall be compensated for services as
Mayor and Councilmembers and may fix such compensation. A_Mayor Pro-Tem shall be a
Councilmember elected by the City Council at the first regular City Council meeting following
each regular City election. Atthe-first-regular-meetingof the-City-CouncH-after-election-of-is

mambha a¥a' N \Vi a a \Via¥a ala
—avie \

title-and office until expiration of the term for which elected Councilmember. If for any reason,
the Mayor is absent, sick, or unable to perform the duties of office, the Mayor Pro-Tem shall act
as Mayor, and during the Mayor's absence or disability, the Mayor Pro-Tem shall possess all the
rights and powers and perform all the duties of the Mayor. If for any reason, the Mayor and the

Mayor Pro Tem are absent, sick, or unable to perform the duties of office, the most senior city
council member present at the meeting to act as Mayor, and during the Mayor's and Mayor Pro

Tem’s absence or disability, that individual shall possess all the rights and powers and perform
all the duties of the Mayor. In case of the death, resignation, or permanent disability of the
Mayor, the Mayor Pro-Tem shall act as Mayor and perform all duties of the Mayor under the
official title of Mayor Pro-Tem until a Mayor is elected at a special election as provided in this
Charter.

Section 7. - City Secretary, appointment, duties.

The City Manager shall appoint a City Secretary who shall have such duties and
responsibilities as are assigned thereto and as provided by law.

(Ord. No. 2012-21, 5-12-12)

Section 8. - Mayor's power in relation to City Council.

The Mayor shall preside at all meetings of the City Council and shall be recognized as head
of the City government for all ceremonial purposes, for receiving services of civil process on the
City, and for military purposes. The Mayor, as a member of the City Council, shall be entitled to
vote upon all matters considered by the City Council, but shall not have power to veto any action
of the City Council.

Section 9. - Ordinances, legality, emergency, records.

The City Council shall legislate by ordinance only, and the style and enacting clause of all
ordinances shall be: "BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
VICTORIA." Before any ordinance shall be adopted, the City Attorney shall approve the form
and legality of such ordinance in writing or shall file with the City Secretary in writing any legal
objections thereto. Every ordinance enacted by the City Council shall be signed by the Mayor,
Mayor Pro-Tem, or by two Councilmembers, and shall be filed with and recorded by the City
Secretary before the same shall become effective. Unless otherwise provided by law or this
Charter, no ordinance shall be passed finally on the date of its first reading, except as an



emergency measure by the favorable vote of five or more members of the City Council and
containing a statement of the nature of the emergency; provided, that no ordinance making a
grant of any franchise or special privilege shall ever be passed as an emergency ordinance. The
ayes and nays shall be taken upon the passage of all ordinances and resolutions and entered upon
the minutes of the proceedings of the City Council.

Section 10. - Notice of ordinances, proof of publication.

Except as provided otherwise by law or by this Charter, the City Secretary shall give notice
of the enactment of every penal ordinance, and of every other ordinance required by law or by
this Charter to be published, by causing the caption of an adopted ordinance that summarizes the
purpose of the ordinance and any penalty for violating the ordinance to be published at least one
day within ten days after final passage thereof in a manner that provides notice to the general
population of the City, which shall include but is not limited to a newspaper of general
circulation in the City of Victoria so long as a newspaper of general circulation originating from
within the City of Victoria is distributed therein, and shall be published on the City’s website.
may-inelude-electronic-media-unless-otherwise-prohibited-by-state-faw-—On every ordinance and
the recording thereof the City Secretary shall note in writing the date of publication and the
method of publishing the ordinance, and shall attach to the original ordinance an affidavit of
publication and copy of the publication. Such notations by the City Secretary shall be prima facie
evidence of compliance with the requirements of this Section.

(Ord. No. 2012-21, 5-12-12)

Section 11. - Code of Ordinances, publication not required.

As soon as practicable after the effective date of all the provisions of this Charter, the City
Council shall cause all general ordinances of the City of Victoria to be compiled, arranged, and
printed in a code and be accessible electronically. For this purpose a general ordinance shall be
deemed an ordinance of a permanent or continuing nature affecting the residents of the City at
large. Every general ordinance enacted subsequent to the codification herein required shall be
enacted as an amendment to the code. The City Council, after adoption of the first code under
this Charter, may cause such code to be revised and reprinted whenever in the discretion of the
City Council this is deemed advisable. When adopted by the City Council by ordinance, the
printed codes of general ordinances shall be in full force and effect without the necessity of such
codes or any part thereof being published as provided in the previous section.

Section 12. - Proof of ordinances.
An ordinance of the City of Victoria may be proved prima facie by a printed code of
ordinances purporting to be printed by authority of the City of Victoria, or by a copy of the

ordinance certified by the City Secretary to be a true copy of such ordinance, or by the official
record of Ordinances kept by the City Secretary.

ARTICLE Ill. - EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS

Section 1. - City Manager as Chief Executive officer.



The City Manager of the City of Victoria shall be head of the administrative and executive
affairs of the City and shall be designated and known as the City Manager, who shall be elected
by the City Council. The City Manager shall be a person qualified by training, experience, and
ability to perform executive and administrative functions and duties in municipal governmental
affairs. It shall not be required at the time of election to the office of City Manager that the City
Manager be a resident of the City of Victoria but during tenure of office the City Manager shall
be a resident citizen of the City. The City Manager shall be responsible to the City Council for
the efficient administration of all the affairs of the City of Victoria, and shall hold office at the
will of the City Council. The City Manager may be removed by a majority vote of all the
members of the City Council. If removed at any time after six months from date of appointment,
the City Manager may demand written charges and a public hearing thereon before the City
Council prior to the date on which the City Manager's final removal shall take effect; but during
such hearing the City Council may suspend the City Manager from office. The action of the City
Council suspending or removing the City Manager shall be final. The City Manager shall attend
all meetings of the City Council, with the right to take part in the discussions, but having no vote;
but when the City Council is considering the removal of the City Manager in executive session,
the City Manager may be excluded. The City Manager shall receive such compensation for
services as City Manager as may be fixed by the City Council. During the absence or disability
of the City Manager, the Assistant City Manager or other person as designated by the City
Council shall perform the duties of the office.

(Ord. No. 2012-21, 5-12-12)

Section 2. - Duty and power of City Manager.

It shall be the power and duty of the City Manager of the City of Victoria:

(@) To appoint and remove all employees of the City, except the positions of certain
department heads and their staffs as otherwise provided in this Charter;-members-of-the

(b) To exercise control over all departments and divisions that may be created by the City
Council, except those departments for which the City Council appoints the department
head, and to supervise and direct all officers and employees of the City appointed by the
City Manager in the final discharge of their duties;

(c) To recommend to the City Council for adoption or repeal such measures, resolutions,
and ordinances the City Manager may deem necessary or expedient;

(d) To keep the City Council fully advised as to the financial conditions and needs of the
City;

(e) To prepare and submit to the City Council the annual budget and supplements thereto;
and

(F)  To perform such other duties as may be required by ordinance or resolution of the City
Council.

Section 3. - Freedom of City Manager from interference by City Council.



H-shal-be-unlawful-for Neither the City Council nor any of its members te shall dictate to
the City Manager the appointment of any person to office or employment, except with respect to
those positions filled by appointment by the City Council under the provisions of this Charter, or
in any manner interfere with the City Manager in the performance of the duties of that office, or
prevent him or her from exercising his or her own judgment in the appointment of such officers
and employees in the administrative service whose employment, appointment, and supervision
are reserved by this Charter to the City Manager. Except for the purpose of inquiry, the City
Council and its members not having administrative or executive functions under this Charter
shall deal with the administrative service solely through the City Manager and other council
appointees, as appropriate; and neither the City Council nor any members thereof not having
administrative or executive functions under this Charter shall give orders to any of the
subordinates of the City Manager, either publicly or privately.

Seetton- 4. -- Creation- of- departments- by City- Ceuneil- abelishing- and- combining;
rini . o
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deparbments- ereated- by- the- City- Counct:- but- no- adiministrative- department- shall- be- ereated;
abohshed- or- combined- with- another- uath- the- Cy- CouncH- has- regquested- and- eonsidered- the
may- by- erdinanee- preseribe-the- general- organization- of-the- administrative- sepvices- of- the- City
and- preseribe-procedures-designed-to- promote-efhctency- and-econormy- - administration- of-the
business- aHairs- of-the- City- - no- ease- shal- an- officer- or- employee- of-the- City- of- Victoria-be
entiled- to- any- compensation- of- emolument- of- any- office- or- employment- which- has- been
abolished-- or- from-which- such- person- has- been- removed-- except-for- services-rendered-to-date
hon the offi bolished-or the | I 1

. . I ditional office.

W%w%%%%%%%%%%w%wm
%Wwwmwmwmmﬁmmmw
fixed- by-the- City- Counet- whieh- sueh- persen- was- a- member- thereof- untH- the- expiratien-of-at
east-one-year-after-such-person-has-ceased-to-be-a-member-of-the-City- CouncH--Nothing- - this
sectton- shal- be- eonstrued- to- prohtbi- the- councH- from- seleeting- any- eurrent- or- former
CouncHmember- to- represent- the- city- on- the- governing- board- of any- regional- of- other
) Lentity

(Ord. No. 2012-21, 5-12-12)

Section 6. - Legal department, city attorney.

There is hereby created the Legal Department, and the head of the department shall be the
City Attorney, who shall be head of the legal affairs of the City and who shall be a competent



practicing attorney of recognized ability appointed by the City Council to serve unless removed.
The city Attorney shall receive such compensation as shall be fixed by the City Council. There
shall be such assistant city attorneys as may be authorized by the City Council, who shall be
appointed and removed by the City Attorney and-confirmed-by-the-City-CouneH; and such other
Legal Department staff as may be authorized by the City Council, who shall be appointed and
removed by the City Attorney. The Legal Department staff shall be directed by the City Council
through the City Attorney in the discharge of their duties.

Section 7. - Duties of city attorney.

The City Attorney and the legal department shall be the legal advisor for the city and all its
departments and officers in the conduct of city business and shall represent the city in all legal

proceedings; however, the City Council may retain special counsel at any time it deems
necessary or advisable, or where contractual obligations otherwise require it. represent-the-City
of Vietoria- 7 all- Htigation- and- controversies The City Attorney shall and-shall prosecute in
person or by an assistant all cases brought before the Municipal Court. The City Attorney shall

review all proposed ordinances and provide any legal objections to the City Council in writing.
H-shall- be- the- duty- of- the- City- Attorney- 1o- approve- - witting- the- form- and- legahity- of all
preposed- erdinances- before- adeption.- of- to- file- with- the- City- Counet- +7- witting- any- legat
objections- to- any- sueh- ordinances. The- City- Attorney- shal- draft- all- ordinances- granting
franchises - and- +a- the- event- the- City- Atterney- shal- not- approve- any- franehise- erdinanee- as
proposed-by-the-City-Counet-to-be-finaty-passed:-the- Ciy-Attorney-shal-fHe-tn-writing-with-the

City-Counell-any-tegal-objections-te-the-erdtnance. The-City-Attarney-shal-be-the-legal-adviser
mmmmmmme%emmm%mmg%mwmmm

The Clty Attorney shall perform such other dutles and have such addltlonal authorrty and
responsibility as the City Council may direct. All powers and duties imposed on the City
Attorney may be exercised and performed by any assistant under the direction of the City
Attorney.

Section 8. - City attorney on compromises and claims.

Upon recommendation of the City Attorney, the City Council may compromise any suit
filed or pending against the City of Victoria, but in all such cases the City Attorney shall file in
writing with the City Secretary the reasons for such compromise. Any debt contracted by any
officer of the City or by any person on account of the City, the payment of which has not been
duly provided for previously by the City Council, shall be null and void and not collectible at law
or in equity; and it shall be the duty of the City Attorney to plead this Charter provision to defeat
the collection or enforcement of any such claim or debt.

ARTICLE IV. - RESERVED FAXES-ANDTFAXAHON
Secti  Limitati F e



purpese- on- property- of- any- kind- or- character- within- the- corporate- Hits- within- the
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(Ord. No. 2012-21, 5-12-12)

ARTICLE V. - REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES
Section 1. - Fiscal year, funds of budget.

The municipal or fiscal year of the City of Victoria shall begin on the first day of October of
each year and end on the thirtieth day of September of the following year. All funds collected by
the City during any fiscal year, including both current and delinquent revenues, shall belong to
such fiscal year, and not legally allocated or pledged specifically, shall become resources of the
fiscal year next succeeding. Except for funds derived to pay interest and create a sinking fund on
the bonded indebtedness of the City, revenues collected in any fiscal year shall be applied to the
payment of expenses incurred during such fiscal year. The fiscal year designated here shall also
constitute the budget and accounting year, and the term "budget year" shall mean the fiscal year
for which an annual budget is adopted and in which it is administered.

Section 2. - Finance Department, Director.

There is hereby created the Finance Department of the City of Victoria, and the head of the
Department shall be the Director of Finance, who shall be appointed to office by the City
Manager. It shall be the duty of the Director to administer all financial affairs of the City of
Victoria, except the assessment and collection of taxes, in accord with provisions of this Charter
and ordinances of the City. The Director shall be a person having knowledge of municipal
accounting, budgeting, and financial controls.

Section 3. - Duties of Director.

It shall be the duty of the Director of Finance of the City of Victoria to maintain and
supervise a general accounting system for the City and exercise control in financial matters over
all departments, offices, and agencies of the City as directed by the City Manager. The Director
of Finance shall:



(1) report to the City Council through the City Manager a quarterly statement of all
receipts and disbursements, showing from what source said funds were derived,
specifying the amount and kind, and for what purpose such funds were disbursed, and
such report shall be in sufficient detail to reflect accurately the financial condition of the
City; and

(2) report to the City Council through the City Manager, as soon as practicable after the
close of each fiscal year, a complete financial statement for the City covering the fiscal
year ended.

Section 4. - City depositories.

All monies received by any department, office, person or agency of the City for or in
connection with affairs of the City shall be deposited promptly with such City Depository or
Depositories as shall be designated by the City Council and in accordance with such regulations
and subject to such requirements as to security for deposits and interest thereon as may be
established by ordinance. The City Council shall adopt an ordinance which provides appropriate
signatory authority for Aall checks, vouchers, or warrants for the withdrawal of money from a
City Depository- shal- be- sighed- by- the- Director- of Finanece- or a- desighated- deputy- and

Section 5. - Preparing budget, adoption by City Council.

Not later than thirty days prior to the date the City Council makes its tax levy for the year,
the City Manager shall submit in writing to the City Council a proposed budget for the next
fiscal year, in accordance with laws of the State of Texas and in the form prescribed by this
Charter. Upon receipt of the proposed budget from the City Manager, the City Council shall
order a public hearing on the budget, at which all interested persons shall be given an
opportunity to be heard, and shall cause to be published at least ten days prior to such hearing a
notice of the time and place of such hearing. The City Council shall finally adopt the budget
prior to the beginning of the fiscal year, and upon final adoption the budget shall be in effect for
the next fiscal or budget year. Copies of the budget shall be filed with the City Secretary and the
County Clerk of Victoria County, or as required by law, and copies shall be made available for
use and guidance of all departments, offices, and agencies of the City. The City Council_may
make budget amendments in-ease- of grave-public- Recessity- may-amend-the-original- budget-to

consistent with state law.
Section 6. - Contents of annual budget.

The annual budget for the City of Victoria shall include a complete financial statement of
the municipality, a budget message from the City Manager showing the proposed fiscal plan for

the City and describing significant aspects of the budget for the fiscal period of the budget, and
shall contain all items and contents required by State law.

Section 7. - Control of expenditures within appropriations.

No funds of the City of Victoria shall be expended, nor shall any obligation for the
expenditure of money be incurred, except in pursuance of the annual appropriation ordinance



provided by this Charter. At the close of each fiscal year an unencumbered balance of an
appropriation shall revert to the fund from which appropriated and may be reappropriated by the
City Council. The City Council may direct the transfer of any unencumbered appropriation
balance or portion thereof from one department, office, or agency of the City to another. The
City Manager shall have authority, without necessity of approval by the City Council, to transfer
appropriation balances from one expenditure account to another within a single department,
office or agency of the City. The City Manager may adopt such methods as will be appropriate to
maintain effective administrative controls over expenditures during the year by departments,
offices, and agencies to prevent the making of expenditures in excess of available revenues and
appropriations.
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for-any-other-public-purpose-not-now-or-hereafter- prohibited-by- the-Constitution-and-laws-of-the
State- of- Fexas.- Except- for- the- refunds- of- bonds- previoushy- 1ssueds- any- propostton- to- berrow
ealling-sueh-election-and-the-manner-of- conducting- the-election-shall-conform- in-al-respeets-to
the-generat-laws-ofthe State-of Fexas—

(Ord. No. 2012-21, 5-12-12)

Fhe- City- of- Vietorta- shall- have- power-to- borrow- money- for- the- purpose- of- constructing:
prrehastig- Hproving.- extendiigs- e repatring- of- pubhie- utihittes.- reereattonal- factites,- or

facthties-for-any-other-sel-hguidating-municipal-function-not-now-or-hereafter-proftbited-by-any
general-taw-of-the-State-of- Texas-and-to-tssue-revenue-bonds-te-evidence-the-obhgation- thereby

ereated--Such-bonds-when-issued-shal-be-a-eharge-upon-and-payable-solely-from- the-properties
acgutred - of-thterest- there- and-the-trcerme- therefroms-and-shal-never-be-a-debt-of-the-Cry-of
Mietoria- AH- revende Bonds- issued- by- the- City- shall- be- avthorized- first- by- a- majority- of- the
guakfied- electars- voting- at- an- election- held- for- sueh- purpese- Fhe- City- Counet- shal- have
adthority-to-provide-for-the-terms-and-form-of-any-purehase-agreement-contract-mortgage-bond
of- deectment- destred- o necessary- for- the- 1ssuanee- of- revenue- bends- and- the- acguistiton- and
operation-ofany-sueh-property-or-interest—
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CouncH--submitted-11-respense-te-pubhie-advertisement- therefor-but-the-City-CouncH-shal-have
he ricl . | bids cubmitted.
ARTICLE VI. - PUBLIC UTILITIES AND FRANCHISES
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Fhe-provision-of-this-Charter-shal-never-grant-to-any-person-fim:-or- corporation-any- right
prbhie- sguares - of- public- grounds- of- the- City- of- Mictorias- but- the- Gy Counet- shall- bave-the
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light, electric power, street railway, interurban rallway, gas company, or any other character of
petbhie- utihby- without- there- first- being- obtatned- the- consent- of- the- City- Counel- expressed- by
oFdinance - and-upon-payiig-sueh-compensation-as-may-be-prescribed-and-upon-such-condiions
as-may- be- provided- by- any- sueh- erdinanee.- The- City- shall- have- power-to- determine;- fos-and
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shall- be- rendered:- and- from- thne- to- time- to- alter- or- change- sueh- rules.- regulations:- and
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franchise-with-consent- of- the- holder- The- City- Council- shal-have- no- power- to- grant- renew- or
extend-any-franehise-for-an-tadeterminate-pertad-or-term;-and-no-franehise-shal-be-granted-fer-a
term of more than fifteen years. Every ordinance granting, renewing, extending, or amending a
be-finaly-passed-until-thirty-days-after the-fi cadina—\Within-seven-davs-following-each ho
three- reagings- of- the- ordinance- the- full- text- thereof- shall- be- pubhished- ene- time- 18- seme
newspaper- of- general- cirewlation- in- the- City- of- Mictoria,- and- the- expense- of- sueh- publication
shaH-be-borne-by-the-utility-seeking-the-franchise—No-ordinance-granting-renrewing-extending;
or amending a public utility franchise shall become effective until the expiration of sixty days




following-the-date-of its- final-adoption- by- the-City- Gouncil.—No-public- utility franchise. after
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Section 14. - Safeguards for public with respect to franchise holders and other public
utilities.

Regardless of whether so provided in the franchise ordinance, every grant, renewal,
extension, or amendment of a public utility franchise shall be subject to, and every holder of such
franchise accepts such grant, renewal, extension, or amendment subject to, the right of the City
Council in the respects hereinafter mentioned, and every other public utility operating in the City
shall be subject to the right of the City Council to do the following:

(1) To forfeit any such franchise by ordinance at any time for failure of the holder to
comply with the terms of the franchise, such power to be exercised by the City Council
only after due notice and hearing.

(2) To impose reasonable regulations to insure safe, efficient, and continuous service to
the public.

(3) To require such expansion and extension of plants, lines, distribution, and utility
facilities as are necessary to provide adequate service to the public.

(4) To require every franchise holder and every other public utility to furnish to the City,
without cost to the City, full information regarding the location, character, extent, and
condition of all facilities of such franchise holder or public utility in, over, and under
the streets, alleys, and other public places and property of the City; and to impose
reasonable regulations designating and controlling the location, relocation and removal
of such facilities.

(5) To collect from every public utility operating in the City its fair and just proportion of
the expense of excavating, grading, repairing, and maintaining such portions of the
alleys, bridges, culverts, viaducts, and other public places and ways of the City as may
be occupied or used in whole or in part by such utilities; or to compel such public utility
to perform without expense to the City its just share of such excavating, grading,
paving, repaving, constructing, repairing, and maintaining.

(6) To require every public utility or franchise holder to allow other public utilities to use
the tracks, poles, wires, pipes, bridges, and viaducts, wherever, in the judgment of the
City Council such use shall be in the public interest; provided, that the use does not
materially interfere with the use thereof by the owner for its purposes nor materially
impair the safety of said facilities, and that in such event, said owner of said facilities
may fix and collect reasonable rental, to be approved by the City Council, to be paid to
the owner of the facility for such use.

(7) To prescribe the form of accounts kept by every public utility or franchise holder,
provided that, if the public utility or franchise holder shall keep its accounts in
accordance with the uniform system of accounts for said utility prescribed by or
acceptable to the National Association of Railroad and Public Utility Commissioners,
the Federal Power Commission, the Federal Communications Commission, or the



Railroad Commission of Texas, their successor or successors, this shall be deemed
sufficient compliance with the provisions of this Section.

(8) To examine and audit at any time during business hours the accounts and other records
of any franchise holder or public utility, and to require annual and other reports, without
cost to the City, including, without limitation, reports on the local operations of the
public utility or franchise holder, which shall be in such form and contain such
information taken from the books and records of such utility or franchise holder as the
City Council shall prescribe.

(9) To require and collect any compensation and rental not now or hereafter prohibited by
the laws of the State of Texas.

Section 2 5. - Rate-making power of City Council.

The City Council shall have full power after notice and hearing to regulate by ordinance the
rates, charges, and fares of every public utility or holder of a public utility franchise operating in
the City of Victoria, but no such ordinance shall be passed by the City Council as an emergency
measure. Any public utility or holder of a utility franchise making application to the City Council
for an increase in its rates, charges, or fares shall have the burden at the hearing on such request
of establishing the value of its property and the amount and character of its revenues and
expenses. No legal action to contest any rate, charge or fare fixed by the City Council shall be
instituted by the public utility or holder of a utility franchise until such holder or utility has filed
a motion for rehearing with the City Council setting out specifically each ground of its complaint
against the rate, charge, or fare fixed by the City Council, and until after the City Council shall
have acted upon such motion or had a period of sixty days within which to act upon motion for
rehearing.

ARTICLE VII. - ELECTIONS, GENERAL AND SPECIAL
Section 1. - Elections under state law and ordinance; general elections.

All elections in the City of Victoria shall be conducted and results canvassed and announced
by the authorities as prescribed by and in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas
regulating the holding of municipal elections and-in-accerdance-with-erdinances-adopted-by-the
City- Counct- for-the-conduct- of- elections.- All- provisions- of- the- Texas- Election- Code-and-any
amengments- to- H- whieh- result- 17- conthets- with- any- of- the- provistens- of- this- Charter- shat
supersede-this-Charter-to-the-extent-of-any-confthct-even-H-the-provision-or-amendment-does-not
expresshy-provide-forftto-supersede-any-sueh-charter provision.

The general election of the members of the City Council shall be held on the Uniform
Electlon Date nearest the flrst Saturday in May of each electlon year. At—evew—geeeral—eleetlen
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each- elechon:- Each- guattfied- voter- in- every- such- election- shall- vole- for- not- mere- than- ene
candidate-for-each-place-op-the-City-Couneil-to-be-filed--\Where-in-an-election-to-a-place-on-the
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(Ord. No. 2012-21, 5-12-12)

Section 3. - Filing for places on City Council, consent of candidates.

Any qualified person may have his or her name placed on the official ballot as a candidate
for Mayor or Councilmember at any election held for the purpose of electing a Mayor or
Councilmember by filing with the City Secretary a sworn application on a form prescribed by the
Secretary of State in conformance with Seection- 141031 of the- Fexas- Election- Code- or- any
successor statute thereto, not earlier than the 75th day nor later than the 45th day before the date
of- election.- Nomination- of- eandidates- for- Mayor- or- Councthmember- may- alse- be- made- by
petiion- fHed- with-the- Ciby- Seeretary- not-earher- than- the- 75th- day- nor-later- than- the- 45th- day
before-the date-of-election:- provided- the- candidate- accepts-sueh-nomination- tn-wiiting- and-fHes
mmm@%wmmmmwmmmmm
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on-the- petition- is- the-greater- of- 25- or-one-hall- of- one-percent- of - the-total- vote- recetved-in-the

shatlHeHew the-verification-procedures-provided-by the Election Code.

Section 4. - Official ballot, placing names on ballot.

For every general election and for every special election in the City of Victoria called to fill
one or more vacant places on the City Council, the City Secretary shall place upon the official
ballot the name of every candidate who has filed an application;-er-whe-has-been-neminated; in
compliance with the provisions of the Texas Election Code. The places to be filled on the City
Council shall be placed on the ballot in numerical order after the place of Mayor which shall be
first on the ballot.
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comphance- with- satd- Code- The-returns- of- every- muntetpal- election- shal- be- delivered-by-the
election-tudges-to-the-City-Secretary-within-twenty-four-bours-after-the-polls-are-elosed--and-the
Yeturns;- together- with- the- official- results- of- the- election- as- declared- - canvass- by- the- City
cahdidate-or-foreach-measure-
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of-the-State-of-Texas-and-by-the-provisions-of- this- Charter-and-may-fix-the-time-of-holding-and
o all bl for holdi I il elections.

ARTICLE VIII. - INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, RECALL

Section 1. - Initiative power.

The people of the City of Victoria reserve the power of direct legislation by initiative. In the
exercise of such power the people may propose any ordinance, not in conflict with the laws and
Constitution of the State of Texas and not in conflict with this Charter, except an ordinance
appropriating money or authorizing the levy of taxes. Any ordinance initiated by the people may
be submitted to the City Council by petition signed by reqgistered gualified voters of the City of
Victoria equal in number to ten percent or more of the registered gualified voters of the City.

Section 2. - Referendum power.

The people of the City of Victoria reserve the power to approve or reject at the polls any
legislation enacted by the City Council which is subject to the initiative process under this
Charter, except an ordinance which is enacted for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health, or safety and contains a statement of its urgency, and which is adopted by the
favorable votes of four or more members of the City Council. Within 30 days of the effective
date of any ordinance which is subject to referendum, a petition signed by registered guatified
voters of the City equal in number to ten percent or more of the registered gualified voters of the
City may be filed with the City Secretary requesting that any such ordinance be repealed or be
submitted to a vote of the people. When any such petition has been certified by the City
Secretary as sufficient, the ordinance specified in the petition shall not go into effect, or if it has
gone into effect then further action shall be suspended, until and unless the ordinance is approved
by a majority of the voters at an election as provided in this Charter.

(Ord. No. 2012-21, 5-12-12)

Section 3. - Recall power.

The people of the City of Victoria reserve the power to recall any member of the City
Council, and the people may exercise such power by filing with the City Secretary a petition,
signed by reqgistered guakified voters of the City, equal in number to ten percent or more of the
registered qualified of the City, demanding removal of a member of the City Council. The



petition shall be signed and verified in the manner required in Section 4 of this Article for an
initiative petition, shall contain a general statement of the grounds for which removal is sought,
and one of the signers of each petition paper shall make and file an affidavit that the statements
made in the petition are true. No petition for recall shall be filed against a member of the City
Council within six months after such member takes office, and no member of the City Council
shall be subjected to more than one recall election during a term of office.

Section 5. - Certification on initiative and referendum petitions.

Within twenty days after an initiative or referendum petition is filed, the City Secretary shall
examine the petition and determine whether it contains the requisite number of valid signatures.
If a petition contains more than 1000 signatures, the City Secretary may use any reasonable
statistical sampling method in determining whether the petition contains the required number of
valid signatures, except that the sample may not be less than 25 percent of the total number of
signatures appearing on the petition or 1000, whichever is greater. In examining the petition the
City Secretary shall write in red ink the letters "D.V." opposite every signature found invalid.
The City Secretary need not examine, and shall declare void, any petition paper which does not
have attached thereto the affidavit of the person who circulated it as required in Section 4 of this
Article. Upon completing examination of the petition, the City Secretary shall certify the result
of such examination to the City Council at its next regular meeting stating the number of signers
found on the petition registered guatified to vote and the number of signers found not registered
gualified to vote. If the certificate of the City Secretary shall show an initiative, referendum, or
recall petition to be insufficient, the City Secretary shall notify the person filing the petition, and
the petition may be amended within ten days from date of such notice by filing a supplementary
petition upon additional papers signed and filed as provided for an original petition. Within ten
days after the filing of such amendment, the City Secretary shall examine and certify such
amended petition as to its sufficiency. If the amended petition is found insufficient, the City
Secretary shall return the petitions to the person who filed them, without prejudice to the filing of
a new petition for the same purpose.

Section 6. - Action of City Council on initiative petition.

When the City Council receives an authorized initiative petition duly certified by the City
Secretary to be sufficient, the City Council shall:

(@) Pass the initiated ordinance without amendment within sixty days after date of
certification to the City Council; or

(b)  Submit the initiated ordinance without amendment to a vote of the registered gualified
voters of the City at a regular or special election to be held on the next uniform election
date which occurs not less than 60 days after the date of certification of the petition to
the City Council; or

(c) Submit to a vote of the registered guakified voters of the City at such election the
initiated ordinance without amendment, and in the alternative an ordinance on the same
subject proposed by the City Council.

Section 7. - Action of City Council on referendum petition.



When the City Council receives an authorized referendum petition duly certified by the City
Secretary to be sufficient, the City Council shall reconsider the referred ordinance, and if upon
such reconsideration the ordinance is not repealed, it shall be submitted to a vote of the
registered guatified voters of the City at a regular or special election to be held on the next
uniform election date which occurs not less than 60 days after the date of certification of the
petition by the City Secretary to the City Council.

Section 8. - Ballots for initiative and referendum.

Special elections on initiated or referred ordinances shall not be held more often than once
each six months, and no ordinance on the same subject as an initiated ordinance which has been
defeated at any election may be initiated by the voters within two years from the date of such
election. The ballot used in voting upon initiated or referred ordinances shall state the caption of
the ordinance and below the caption shall set forth on separate lines the words: "For the
Ordinance™ and "Against the Ordinance.” When an initiated ordinance and an alternative
ordinance proposed by the City Council are submitted, the ballot shall state the captions of each
ordinance, designating them "Ordinance Number One" and "Ordinance Number Two,"
respectively, and shall set forth below the captions on separate lines the words: "For Ordinance
Number One, " "For Ordinance Number Two" and "Against Both Ordinances.” When an
initiated ordinance and an alternative ordinance proposed by the City Council are submitted,
each voter shall vote "For" only one ordinance or "Against Both Ordinances, " and a vote cast for
one ordinance shall be counted as a vote against the other ordinance. Any number of ordinances
may be voted on at the same election in accordance with the provisions of this Article. If a
majority of the votes cast in an election favor a submitted ordinance, the ordinance shall become
an ordinance of the City as so adopted, but may be repealed or amended by the City Council at
any time after the expiration of two years following the election at which the ordinance was
adopted by the people. A referred ordinance not approved by a majority of the votes cast in an
election shall be deemed repealed.

Section 9. - Certificate on recall petition.

Within twenty days after a petition for recall of a member of the City Council is filed, the
City Secretary shall examine the petition and determine whether it is signed by the requisite
number of voters. The provisions contained in Section 5 of this Article regulating examination,
certification and amendment of initiative petitions shall apply to petitions for recall. If the
petition is certified by the City Secretary to be sufficient and the member of the City Council
whose removal is sought does not resign within five days after the certification to the City
Council, the City Council shall order a special election to be held on the next uniform election
date which occurs not less than 60 days from the date of such certification at which election the
question of recall shall be submitted.

Section 10. - Ballots for recall election.

Ballots used at any election on the question of recall of a member of the City Council shall
conform to the following requirements:

(1) With respect to each person whose removal is sought the question shall be submitted:

"Shall (name of the member of the City Council) be removed from the office of (Mayor
or City Councilman)?," and



(2) Immediately below each such question there shall be printed the two propositions
following:

"For the Recall of (name of member of City Council).”
"Against the Recall of (name of member of City Council).”

Section 11. - Results of recall election.

If a majority of the votes cast at an election at which the question of recall of a member of
the City Council is submitted shall be against the removal of the member of the City Council
named on the ballot, he or she shall continue in office. If the majority of the votes cast at such
election are for removal of the member of the City Council named on the ballot, the City Council
shall immediately declare his or her office vacant, and such vacancy shall be filled in accordance
with the provisions of this Charter for filling vacancies on the City Council. A member of the
City Council thus removed shall not be a candidate to succeed himself or herself in an election
called to fill the vacancy thereby created.

Section 12. - Election date in the event of conflict with state law.

In the event that there is in existence any statute of the State of Texas which would prohibit
the calling of the referendum election or the recall election as provided hereinabove within the
time limits set out therein, then such election shall be held upon the next authorized date
following the time limits set out in Sections 7 and 9.

ARTICLE IX. - CITY PLANNING
Section 1. - Planning commission created.

There is hereby created the Planning Commission of the City of Victoria which shall consist
of nine members appointed by the City Council. Every member of the Planning Commission
shall be a resident citizen of the City of Victoria and shall be a qualified voter. The Planning
Commission shall act as an advisory body to the City Council on other matters relating to
municipal planning and development deemed by the City Council beneficial to the City of
Victoria.

(Ord. No. 2012-21, 5-12-12)

Section 2. - Powers and duties of Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission of the City of Victoria shall exercise control over platting and
subdividing land within the corporate limits of the City and within the City’s defined
extraterritorial jurisdiction an-area-extending-five-miles-beyond-the-Gity-Hmits; and shall exercise
such additional powers and have such additional duties and responsibilities as may be prescribed
by ordinance of the City Council not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the State of
Texas and the provisions of this Charter. H-is-specifically-here-provided-that-the- City- Couneil
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Section 3. - City Council may authorize master plan.

The City Council may authorize and direct the Planning Commission to create a master plan
for the physical development of the City of Victoria and to amend and supplement such plan
from time to time, and such plan shall contain recommendations of the Planning Commission for
the orderly growth, development, and improvement of the City. The master plan and all
amendments and supplements shall be filed with the City Secretary. The City Council may adopt
such plan and any amendment or supplement, may amend, revise, and make additions, and any
such action by the City Council shall be placed of record and filed with the City Secretary.

Section 4. - If master plan is adopted.

Upon adoption of a master plan under Section 3 of this Article by the City Council, no
subdivision, street, public way, ground, space, park, public building or structure, public utility,
whether publicly or privately owned, not in conformity with the principles of the master plan,
shall not be constructed or authorized by the City Council or any officer or agency of the City,
until and unless the location and extent of any such project shall have been submitted to the
Planning Commission for study and recommendation to the City Council and unless and until the
City Council shall approve the location and extent of such project. After the City Council has
adopted a master plan, the widening, narrowing, relocating, vacating, or change in the use of any
street, river or watercourse, or other public ground, and the sale of any public building or real
property not consistent with the master plan and its objectives shall be submitted to the Planning
Commission for study and recommendation to the City Council before such action is taken.

ARTICLE X. - RESERVED ~RPUBLICPROPERTY-ANDRUBLIGCSTREETS
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ways- within- the- eerporate- Hmis- of- the- City- By- laying- out- 6pering:- RAFFeWRG:- widening:
stratghtening.- extending,- and- establshing- butlding- Hnes- along- the- same- by purchasing;
condemming.- and- taking- property- therefor- by fhag— grading.- ralsing.- pewerthgs- paving:
repaving.- and- repatring- the- same- - a- permanent- manners- and- by- constructing,- reconstruchng;
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Fhe- adoption- of- this- Charter- or- any- amendment- of- the- same- shall- never- be- construed- to
affeet-the- right- of-the- City- of-Mictoria- to- colect- by- speeial- assessrent- amy- spectal- assessment
heretofore- levied- under- any- law-for- the- purpose- of- improving- any- streel- nghway-- avenue.- of
bowlevard- of- the- Ciby- oF for- the- purpose- of- opening:- extending.- widentng,- stratghtentng or
otherwise-improving-the-same:-nor-affecting-any-right-on-contract-or-obhigation-exdisting-bebween
the- City- of Victoria and- any- person- Hm.- oF corporation- for- the- malking- of any- sueh
waprovements-and-for- the- purpose- of- colecting- any- sueh-special- assessment- and- carrying- out
any-sueh-contract-

ARTICLE XI. - MUNICIPAL COURT
Section 1. - Creation and jurisdiction.

There is hereby established a Municipal Court of the City, which shall have such jurisdiction
and powers as are given and prescribed by the laws of Texas.

Section 2. - Judge of the court.



The Municipal Court shall be presided over by a Magistrate who shall be known as the
Judge of the Municipal Court. The Judge shall be appointed by the City Council and shall hold
office for two years from the date of appointment unless sooner removed by a majority of the
members of the City Council. The Judge shall be a competent practicing attorney in good
standing and shall have resided within the City of Victoria for at least three years immediately
preceding the date of appointment. In the event the Judge of the Municipal Court is unable to act
for any reason, the City Council shall appoint a qualified attorney to act in the Judge's place. The
Judge or any person acting in such place shall receive such compensation as may be fixed by the
city Council. The City Council shall have the power to create and establish by ordinance two or
more divisions of the Municipal Court, one of which shall be presided over by a presiding judge
with each additional division to be presided over by an associate judge, who will be a magistrate
with the same powers as the presiding judge.

Section 3. - Clerk of the Court and deputies.

There shall be a Clerk of the Municipal Court who shall be appointed by the City Manager.

(Ord. No. 2012-21, 5-12-12)

i0 4 Remitting fines_pardons and-Feprioves.

Fhe- City- Counet- shal- have- the- pewer- to- remit- fines.- forfetures.- apd- peaakttes- for- the
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Fines- and- forfettures- tmpesed- by- the- Munietpal- Court- of- the- City- of- Victora- - any
prosecution-theretn-shal-be-patd-tnto-the-Treasury-of-the-Ciy-of-Victora-for-the-use-and-benetit
ofthe-City-e\ietora—

Fhis- Article-1s-hereby-declared- to-be- eumulative- of- any-laws- of-the-State-of- Texas-now- i
: or | : I g, ibing- oF ine the. iurisdiction. of. i
i citins of the ol |eg|ulat|ng| _pleseﬁlllbmg_ Fme_leas[ng. jurisdiction- o Munisipal

ARTICLE XII. - GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
Section 1. - Notice of claims.

Before the City of Victoria shall be liable for damages for the death or personal injuries of
any person or for damages to property of any kind which does not constitute a taking or
damaging of property under Article 1, Section 17 of the Constitution of the State of Texas, the
person injured, if living, or legal representatives, if dead, or the owner of the property damaged
shall give the City Council or the City Manager notice in writing of such death, injury, or
damage, duly verified by affidavit, within six months after the same has been sustained, stating



specifically in such written notice the damage or injury claimed; the incident giving rise to the
damage or injury claimed; when, where, and how the death, injury, or damage, occurred and the
apparent extent of such injury; the amount of the damages sustained; the actual residence of the
claimant by street and number on the date the claim is presented; the actual residence of such
claimant for six months immediately preceding the occurrence of such death, injury, or damage;
and the names and addresses of all witnesses upon whom it is relied to establish a claim for
damages; and the failure so to notify the City Council or the City Manager within the time and
manner specified herein shall exonerate, excuse, and exempt the City of Victoria from any
liability whatsoever. No act of any officer or employee of the City of Victoria shall waive
compliance or estop the City from requiring compliance with the provisions of this section as to
notice, but such provisions may be waived by resolution of the City Council made and passed
before the expiration of the six month period herein provided and evidenced by the Minutes of
the City Council. In accordance with state law, these notice requirements do not apply if the city
has actual notice that death has occurred, that the claimant has received some injury, or that the
claimant's property has been damaged.

liabilit ford |

Fhe-Ciy-of-Vietorta-shal-net-be-hable-for-damages-te-anyene-on-account-of-any-defect- 1
obstruction-on:- or- anything-else- in-connection-with-any-sidewalk.- street- avenue-alley-or-public
petbhe- places.- had- actual- netice- of- such- defect- obstructon;- oF- other- thing-for-a-length-of- thne
sufcient- before- such- injury- was- recetved- to- have- remedied- sueh- condition- of- the- sidewalls

1 al blie nlace before the ini e
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H-shal-not-be-necessary--any-achon;-sutt-of-proceeding--which-the-Cy-of-Victora-1s-a
party-for-any- bond--undertalking:- of-securtty- to- be-demanded-or-exeeuted- by- - on-behal-of-the
Ciy-The-Chy-of-Victoria- have-aH-remedies-of-appeal-provided-by-taw-to-al-courts-in-the

oF-appropriation-under-any-wiit-of-exeeution-The-funds-belonging-te-the-Ciy-ef-\ietorta-tn-the

hands- of- any- person.- firm:- of- corporation- shal- not- be- Hable- to- garnishment- attachment- or

sequestration:-nor-shal- the- Ciy-be-hable-to-garpishment-en-account- of- any-debt- H-may-owe-oF

funds-of- property- H-may- have-on-hand-or-owing-to-any- persen--Neither the-City-of- Mietoria-nor

any- of- Hs- offteers- of- agents- shall- be- reqired- to- answer- afy- sueh-writ- of- gartshment- on-any

accoumt- whatever.- The- City- of- Vietoria- shall- not-be- obhigated- to- recognize- any- assignment- of
. . I ” . ¢ officers.



I I inted frice-in-the City-of Victoria-shall_bef .
upon-the- duties- of-office:- subseribe-to- the- staterent- and- take- the- sath- or- athirmation- of- office

Section 6. - Nepotism.

No person related within the second degree of affinity or within the third degree of
consanguinity, as determined by state law, to the Mayor, any other member of the City Council,
or the City Manager, shall be appointed to any office, position, clerkship, employment or duty of
the City of Victoria. This prohibition shall not apply, however, to any person who shall have
been continuously employed by the City of Victoria for a period of thirty days preceding the date
of appointment of the City Manager or six months preceding the date of election of the Mayor or
Councilmember so related to such person.

Section 7. - Conflicts of Interest Officers- and- employees- nrot to- be- interested- in- city
contracts,

For purposes of this Section the term “City Official” means any individual subject to the
requirements of Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 171.

It is hereby prohibited for Members of City Council or a City Official to violate the rules
and regulations regarding conflicts of interests as set out in the Texas Local Government Code,
Chapter 171.

Ne-member-of-the-City-Counet-or-any-affteer-or-employee-of-the- Ciiy-of-\ictorta-shat-be
chirecthy- or- tndirectly- tnterested- - any- worle- Business- oF- contract- the- expense- price- of
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frranetal- thterest- direet- of- thdirect- 13- the- sale- te- the- City- of- any- land.- matertals-- supphes.- or
service-except-on-behal- of-the- City- as-an- officer- of- employee.- Any-officer- or-employee-of-the
purehase.-of-sale- by- or- with- the- City- of- Vietoria- shal-forfeit- all- right- of- elatm-to-the- title- and
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City- be- directhy- or- tnechreethy - 1n- the- employ- of- any- persen:- Tirm- oF- corperation- holding,- or
seelkdng-to-holds-any-franchise-from-the-City-of- Mictoria-or-the-right-to-use-the-City's-streels-and
aHeys-or-should-such- othicer- have- recetved- directhy- of- tndirecthy-- any- wage- cormmission:-fee;
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City- to- faver- any- partietlar person- of- eandidate- for- office- in- the- City- shall- be- guthty- of- a
rHsdemeanot-and-upon- comvichion- thereol-shal-forfett- bhis- or-her-office- or- employment-and-be
punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dolars ($500.00). Officers and employees shall
not- be- permitted- to- take- an- achive- part- - any- pohitical- campaign- of- another- for- an- elechive
posttion- of- the- City- H- they- are- in- uaHorm- oF- on- active- duby-- The- term- “active- part’- means
making- pohtical- speeches.- passing- out- cards- or- other- pohtical- Herature;,- wearthg- campatgn
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making-pubhie-derogatory-remarks-about-candidates-for-sueh-elective-postiions-Cry-officers
and- employees-are- prohibied- from- contributing- of-Usiig- etby- FESOUFEes- eHby- edqHpment- of- ity
sectton-are-not-reguired- to-contrbute-to-any-pohitical-fund-or-repder-any-pohitical-service-te-any
oF-otherwise- prejudiced- by- refusing- to-do- se--and- any- offictal- whe- attempts- the- same-shal-be

Section 10. - Officer defined.

The term "officer" as used in this Charter shall include elective officers under the provisions
of this Charter.

Secti . licial notice.

Fhis-Charter-shal-be-deemed-a-pubhic-act-and-may-be-read-in-evidence-wihout-pleading-or
proot- and- fudicial- notice- of- this- Charter- shal- be- taken-in- al- courts- apd- places- in-the-State-of
Fexas—

Fhe-Mayor-and-four-Aldermen-who-were-elected-to-the-City-Counet-of-the-City-of-Mictoria
of this-Gharter-until-the-election-of-a-Gity- Gouncil-on-the-first Tuesday-in-April-1957-and-the
previstons- of-this- Charter- contatned- th- Arttele- H-affecting- the- quatifeations- of-members-of-the
City- Counctl- the- compeosition- of- the- City- Councty- and- the-election- of-a- Mayor-and-four-other
CeuncHmen--and-the-provistons-of-this-Charter-contatned-th-Articte-\VAH-presertbing-the-thne-and
manner- of- holding- regular- or- general- elections- for- members- of- the- City- Couneil- shall- become
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Section 13. - Construction of Charter.

This Charter shall not be construed as a mere grant of enumerated powers, but shall be
construed as a general grant of power and as a limitation of power on the government of the City
of Victoria in the same manner that the Constitution of the State of Texas is construed as a
limitation on the powers of the Legislature of this State. Except where prohibited expressly by
this Charter, each and every power under Article X1, Section 5, of the Constitution of the State of
Texas which it would be competent for the people of the City of Victoria expressly to grant to
the City shall be construed to be granted to the City of Victoria by this Charter.

Section 14. - Continuing ordinances.

All ordinances, resolutions, rules and regulations now in force under the government of the
City of Victoria and not in conflict with the provisions of this Charter shall remain in force until
altered, amended, or repealed by the City Council after the provisions of this Charter become
effective. All rights of the City of Victoria under existing franchises and contracts and all
existing authority for the issuance of bonds, not in conflict with the provisions of this Charter,
shall be preserved in full force and effect.

Section 15. - Saving clause.

If a court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge to be invalid or unconstitutional any
clause, sentence, subsection, section, or Article of this Charter, such judgment or decree shall not
affect, impair, invalidate, or nullify the remainder of this Charter, but the effect thereof shall be
confined to the clause, sentence, subsection, section, or Article of this Charter so adjudged to be
invalid or unconstitutional.

Section __. — Loss of Quorum.

In the case of an event when a legal quorum of the City Council cannot otherwise be

assembled due to multiple deaths, injuries, incapacitations, or recall elections, and the currently
elected mayor is among the remaining members of council, then the Mayor shall within 72 hours

appoint a number of qualified residents of the City of Victoria equal to the number necessary to
make a quorum to act as the City Council. In the event the mayor is not among the remaining
members of council, the remaining members of the City Council, or highest surviving officer, if
no elected official remains, shall, within 72 hours of such event, request the highest surviving
officers of the Victoria County Commissioners Court to appoint a number of qualified residents
of the City of Victoria equal to the number necessary to make a guorum to act as the City
Council. The residents so appointed shall serve as members of the City Council, and may if
necessary, elect a mayor from among the sitting members of City Council. The newly appointed
City Council shall, as soon as authorized by law, call a City election to be held on the next
authorized date for holding an election for election of the vacant offices, if for good reasons it is
known a quorum of the most recently elected City Council will never again meet. The appointed
council members shall serve until the newly elected members are qualified to take office. If it is
determined that an elected member of City Council will resume his or her capacity to serve as a
council member, the appointed Council Members shall serve in their position until such time as
the then present Council Members may again begin serving.






